The Paschal Mystery and the Gospels
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Group 1: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, / for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:3)

(Paragraphs 67—70) What does “being poor of heart” mean in terms of cultivating holiness, and what
(unholy behaviors) does it help us avoid?

Group 2: “Blessed are they who mourn, / for they will be comforted.” (Matthew 5:4)

(Paragraphs 75-76) What does “knowing how to mourn with others” mean in terms of cultivating
holiness, and what (unholy behaviors) does it help us avoid?

Group 3: “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land.” (Matthew 5:5)

(Paragraphs 71-74) What does “reacting with meekness and humility” mean in terms of cultivating
holiness, and what (unholy behaviors) does it help us avoid?

Group 4: “Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, / for they will be satisfied.”
(Matthew 5:6)

(Paragraphs 77-79) What does “hungering and thirsting for righteousness” mean in terms of cultivating
holiness, and what (unholy behaviors) does it help us avoid?
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The Beatitudes

Group 5: “Blessed are the merciful, / for they will be shown mercy.” (Matthew 5:7)

(Paragraphs 80-82) What does “seeing and acting with mercy” mean in terms of cultivating holiness,
and what (unholy behaviors) does it help us avoid?

Group 6: “Blessed are the clean of heart, / for they will see God.” (Matthew 5:8)

(Paragraphs 83-86) What does “being pure in heart” (or “keeping a heart free of all that tarnishes love”)
mean in terms of cultivating holiness, and what (unholy behaviors) does it help us avoid?

Group 7: “Blessed are the peacemakers, / for they will be called children of God.” (Matthew 5:9)

(Paragraphs 87—89) What does being a peacemaker and “sowing peace all around us” mean in
terms of cultivating holiness, and what (unholy behaviors) does it help us avoid?

Group 8: “Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, / for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:10)

(Paragraphs 90-94) What does being persecuted for righteousness sake and “accepting daily the
path of the Gospel, even though it may cause us problems” mean in terms of cultivating holiness?

(Note: Unlike the other Beatitudes, this one is about encouragement, not avoiding unholy behaviors.
Focus on that.)

(The scriptural quotations on this handout are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. All Rights Reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval
system, without permission in writing from the copyright owners.

The paragraph quotations on this handout are from Pope Francis’s encyclical “Rejoice and be Glad” [“Gaudete et Exsultate”], at
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-
exsultate.htmli#REJOICE_AND_BE_GLAD. Copyright © Libreria Editrice Vaticana.)
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